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W O M E N  I N  A C C O U N TA N C Y

‘Physical Disability is No Bar to Excellence’

Physical disabililty cannot disable the 
spirit of any person who has a will to 
succeed. Of course it is far more difficult 

to face the challenges of career and life for a 
physically disabled woman, but where there is 
a will there is a way. Many physically disabled 
women are scaling higher heights in different 
spheres of life, including in the field of the 
Chartered Accountancy, through sheer grit and 
determination. We all know about physically 
disabled CA. T. Suganthi of Coimbatore (who 
shared her story through this column). My 
story is similar to her’s in spirit. 

Both my limbs are severely affected with 
polio, and I can move and sit only on a wheel 
chair. But this physical limitation as well as 
the fact that I belong to a small city Panipat in 
Haryana, could not dent my determination to 
finally become a Chartered Accountant in May 
2005. 

Earning the highly sought-after title of CA 
was easier said than done for me. However, my 
parents never let me down despite all odds 
against me. I completed my higher secondary 
from a reputed school in Panipat. Initially, I was 
in a dilemma about my career in view of my 
physical disability. It was not possible for me 
to do graduation as a regular student because 
Panipat is a small city, and none of the few 
colleges have any infrastructure to support the 
physically disabled. As the title ‘CA’ had always 
fascinated me, I finally decided to appear for 

C.A (Foundation) exam. To my dismay I found 
that my examination hall was not on the 
ground floor. My father had a real hard time 
in convincing the principal of my examination 
centre to make a separate sitting arrangement 
for me on the ground floor. I cleared the exam 
in my very first attempt.

I prepared for my C.A (Inter) and Final Exams 
without taking any coaching classes, and 
passed the CA Final exams (both groups) in the 
third sitting. It was a dream come to true for 
me. 

Today, there are so many scholarships on 
offer for the physically disabled. The ICAI too 
offers scholarships. What they need is many 
more good placements where they can properly 
utilise their skills, and get proper rewards for 
the toils they undertook to become CAs. 

We should remember that the physically 
disabled do not need sympathy, but only a 
little support. They have every right to become 
successful and rise in life; physically disability 
is no bar to excellence. The physically disabled 
just need to have confidence in their ability, 
and then be tough enough to follow through. 
According to Sophia Loren of US, “Getting 
ahead in a difficult profession requires avid 
faith in yourself. That is why some people with 
mediocre talent, but with great inner drive, go 
much further than people with vastly superior 
talent.”

CA. Mamta Chopra is yet another woman whose spirit has 
triumphed over her physical disability. Hailing from a small 
city, she had been successful in earning her ‘dream title’ of ‘CA’ 
despite being severely affected by Polio in both her limbs. In 
the following write-up, she shares her challenges and success 
with a word of advice to those like her.

Attempt the Impossible in Order to Improve Your Work.

CA. Mamta Chopra


