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Q. Whether Companies in which Chartered 
Accountants have been appointed as 
directors on their Board can publish 
description about the Chartered 
Accountant’s expertise, specialisation and 
knowledge in any particular field or add 
appellations or adjectives to their names in 
the prospectus or public announcements 
issued by these companies? 

A.  The Council’s attention has been drawn 
to the fact that more and more companies 
are appointing Chartered Accountants’ as 
directors on their Boards. The prospectus 
or public announcements issued by these 
companies often publish descriptions about 
the Chartered Accountants’ expertise, 
specialization and knowledge in any particular 
field or add appellations or adjectives to their 
names. Attention of the members in this 
context is invited to the provisions of Clause 
(6) and (7) of Part I of the First Schedule to the 
Chartered Accountants Act, 1949. 

 In order that the inclusion of the name of a 
member of the Institute in the prospectus 

or public announcements or other public 
communications issued by the companies 
in which the member is a director does not 
contravene the above noted provisions, 
it is necessary that the members should 
take necessary steps to ensure that such 
prospectus or public announcements or 
public communications do not advertise 
his professional attainments and also that 
such prospectus or public announcements 
or public communications do not directly or 
indirectly amount to solicitation of clients 
for professional work by the member. While 
it may be difficult to lay down a rigid rule in 
this respect, the members must use their 
good judgment, depending upon the facts and 
circumstances of each case to ensure that the 
above noted provisions are complied with both 
in letter and spirit. 

  It is advisable for a member that as soon as 
he is appointed as a director on the Board of 
a company, he should specifically invite the 
attention of the management of the company 
to the aforesaid provisions and should request 
that before any such prospectus or public 
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announcements or public communication 
mentioning the name of the member 
concerned, is issued, the material pertaining 
to the member concerned should, as far as 
practicable be got approved by him.

Q.  Can a Chartered Accountant in practice 
also practice as an Advocate? 

A.  Yes, Council direction under Clause (7) of Part 
I of the First Schedule to the Act prescribes 
that a Chartered Accountant in practice who is 
otherwise eligible may practice as an Advocate 
subject to the permission of the Bar Council 
but in such cases, he should not use designation 
‘Chartered Accountant’ in respect of the 
matters involving the practice as an Advocate. 
In respect of other matters he should use the 
designation ‘Chartered Accountant’ but he 
should not use the designation ‘Chartered 
Accountant’ and ‘Advocate’ simultaneously.

Q.  Whether the information contained in the 
website of the Chartered Accountants and/
or Chartered Accountants’ firms can be 
circulated on their own or through e-mail 
or by any other mode or technique? 

A.  The Chartered Accountants and/or Chartered 
Accountants’ firms should ensure that none of 
the information contained in the website be 
circulated on their own or through e-mail or 
by any other mode or technique except on a 
specific “pull” request. 

  The Chartered Accountants and/or Chartered 
Accountants’ Firms would ensure that their 
Websites are run on a “pull” model and not a 
“push” model of the technology to ensure that 
any person who wishes to locate the Chartered 
Accountants or Chartered Accountants’ firms 
would only have access to the information and 
information should be provided only on the 
basis of specific “pull” request.

 Q. Can a Chartered Accountant in practice/
firm of Chartered Accountants post the 
particulars of himself/itself on a website? 

A.  Yes, the Council has approved the detailed 
guidelines for posting the particulars on 
Website by Chartered Accountants in practice 
and firm(s) of Chartered Accountants in 
practice. 

Q.  Whether website of any Chartered 
Accountant can provide a link to the 
website of ICAI, its Regional Councils and 
Branches and also to the websites of Govt./
Govt. Departments/Regulatory authorities 
and other professional bodies?

A.  Yes, it is permitted that website may provide 
link to the website of ICAI, its Regional 
Councils and Branches and also to the websites 
of Govt./Govt. Departments/Regulatory 
authorities and other professional bodies.

Q.  Whether the office of a Chartered 
Accountant is permitted to go in for ISO 
9001: 2000 certification or other similar 
certifications?

A.  Yes, there is no bar for a member to go in for 
ISO 9001:2000 certification or other similar 
certifications. However, the member cannot 
use the expression like “ISO Certified” on 
his professional documents, visiting cards, 
letterheads or sign boards etc.

Q.  Whether a member in practice who is the 
statutory auditor of a bank can accept Stock 
audit/Inspection Audit of the same bank?

A.  No, it is not permissible since stock audit/
inspection audit is kind of management 
function, which cannot be done simultaneously 
with the statutory audit.

Q. Whether it is permissible for a member in 
practice to publish an advertisement in the 
press for recruiting staff in the member’s 
own office?

A.  Yes, as per Council directions under clause (7) 
of Part I of the First Schedule to the Chartered 
Accountants Act, 1949, it is permissible 
for a member in practice to publish an 
advertisement in the press for recruiting staff 
in the member’s own office provided that 
only the name and address of the member 
or that of his firm, with the description 
Chartered Accountant(s) is mentioned in 
such advertisement and the advertisement 
is not displayed more prominently than is 
usual for such advertisements or the name 
of the member or that of his firm with the 
designation Chartered Accountant(s) appears 
in type not bolder than the substance of the 
advertisement.
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