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What made you decide to pursue the CA course?

My father inspired me in many ways. He was initially a 
teacher. Later, he started a small business and ran the 
same with utmost honesty. It was he, who inspired me to 
pursue the CA course. 

Why did you choose your present career, shifting 
from the core CA profession?

CA was my core profession, let me tell you. In my 

initial days of CA profession, I was quite involved in 
the activities of ICAI evincing keen interest. I contested 
for the membership of the managing committee of the 
Bangalore Branch of the Institute and participated in 
the ICAI elections. I eventually became its Chairman 
and later an elected member of the Southern Indian 
Regional Council and became its Treasurer. I had never 
even thought of pursuing politics as career. Besides, 
during my days in CA profession, I was very active in 
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party of the country. In the past, he has graced 
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social services and therefore, got associated in various 
activities like education and economic upliftment of 
downtrodden. In those times, I had the opportunity 
to know many senior leaders of a national political 
party; right since beginning I have had firm belief in 
the goodness of democracy, secularism, social justice, 
consensual approach and inclusive growth. Without 
my knowledge, some of my well-wishers suggested 
that I should be proposed for the membership of 
the Legislative Council. The then Chief Minister of 
Karnataka Shri. D. Devaraj Urs wanted to nominate his 
own person as MLC, but it so happened that the matter 
was referred to a senior leader of national stature Smt. 
Indira Gandhi. My well-wishers brought to her notice 
that I was a CA professional and reminded her about 
her letters that had been sent to various State Chief 
Ministers to consider professionals particularly a CA, 
for the Upper House of Legislature. Then, she selected 
me for the Legislative Council. These developments had 
taken place without my pursuance. So, my political entry 
was accidental. Smt. Gandhi opined that professionals 
including CAs should be involved in the legislature of 
the country. That explains my shift to Indian polity and 
my present situation. 

How does the CA education and training help you in 
your day-to-day dealings in your public/professional 
life?

The mantra of 
my success in my 
public and political 
life has been 
firmly grounded 
in my professional 
life as Chartered 
Accountant. CA 
profession has given 
me the confidence 
and an analytical 
mind inspiring me 
to be alert, organised 

and systematic in every work that I take up. I must give 
full credits to the CA profession as for moulding me into 
a confident, careful, cautious and, more than anything 
else, a humble human being.

What is your message to the young aspirants (i.e. 
students) of CA profession?

In my opinion, any person who chooses to pursue CA 
profession is courageous. Even today, the youngster 
shudder while opting to pursue Chartered Accountant as 
career; they feel it is the most difficult examination and, 

therefore, among the most difficult career options. Unlike 
other professions, CA aspirants have to be studious and 
consistent and they are required to work hard from day 
one, even as an article clerk. They acquire the skill of 
grasping and become independent minds to understand 
the basic nature of all assignments. I would advise them 
to develop critical and analytical mind, be patient and 
perseverant, and work on your communication skills.  
They will have to take a balanced approach and apply 
theoretical principles into all professional situations.  
Then, ethics being core to CA profession, they must 
understand the premises of professional ethics and 
apply suitably. CAs are not professionals to complete 
the assigned jobs. They are public auditors, who are 
trusted by their stakeholders and whose obligations are 
not limited to certain stakeholders or individuals, but 
these extend to our Nation either directly or indirectly. 
With expanding horizon of CA profession, young 
CA aspirants will have to prepare themselves to face 
challenges within and outside profession.

World is constantly evolving. Economy is opening 
up.  International boundaries are getting blurred. Do 
you think opportunities for CA professionals have 
increased? Will these keep increasing in future too?

Opportunities for CA professionals are increasing. 
With economic development, need for CAs and their 
services also increase. With constantly evolving world, 
economic outlook is bound to change; opportunities, 
challenges, etc., will also increase and so will the role 
and responsibilities of CA professionals. As we look 
back at the formation of our Institute and its functioning 
over the last 70 years, changes in our national economy 
and the development that has taken place in the country 
in the past few decades, we can fairly conclude that CA 
profession has faced multiple challenges, witnessed a 
rise in opportunities and contributed to the economy in 
a big way. Particularly, the contribution is phenomenal. 
And this will continue. 

As you know, ICAI brings an array of post-
qualification courses for its members’ empowerment. 
Can you suggest some emerging areas, where our 
members require education and training to remain 
contemporary and relevant? 

I am proud of my Institute which has kept abreast of its 
times. It offers post-qualification courses in Management 
Accounting, Internal Audit, International Bank Audit/ 
Accounting Standards and updates its membership 
professionally through conferences, seminars, etc., 
and through the articles published in the Journal. As 
it happens in any profession, specialisation is the need 
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of the hour. Already, 
there exist many 
a specialization in 
profession. One 
area which I am 
particularly keen 
about is emerging 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
in Government 
Accounting, i.e. shift 
of single-entry to 
double-entry. Our 
Institute is assisting 

the Government in a transparent manner. It must take 
up training and bring in a post-qualification course in 
this conversion of accounting, which hold plenty of 
opportunities in the future. 

How will you rate the ICAI performance as a 
regulator, a standard-setter, an educator and as a 
partner in nation-building?

ICAI in the last 70 years, has done marvelous job, 
particularly in service to the Nation, as educator, 
regulator (of CA profession) and as standard-setter. 
Being the second largest accounting body in the world, 
ICAI as a regulator has enforced discipline in the 
profession taking stringent measures to discipline those 
who violate the professional ethics or who act negligent 
while performing the assigned duties; it even removes 
the names of such erring professionals from the register 
of membership, if recommended. However, we know 
that the challenges as regulator will increase with the 
development in economy. Although as times, the role 
of ICAI as regulator has been questioned, I am satisfied 
with the Institute’s performance; it has been consistently 
doing well as regulator. 

ICAI’s role as an educator is very challenging and to 
educate more than 4-5 lakh students, train them to 
face future challenges and manage their academic 
programme is not an easy task. So far, ICAI has done 
an excellent job. But of course, as we know, there is an 
ample scope of bringing reforms in the wake of growing 
demand for suitably-trained CA professionals. ICAI’s 
role as a standard-setter has been widely appreciated 
across the world. Standard-setting is in the line with the 
globally-recognised IFRS and India’s concerns have been 
taken care of. India is a developing economy and the 
transparency and accountability of all accounts depends 
upon the accounting standards set and used in the 
presentation of the accounts; ICAI’s role in this regard 
is appreciated in the country as well as in the world. In 
my view, ICAI has done well as an educator, regulator 

and standard-setter, and the need is to be ready for the 
unforeseen challenges. 

Do you foresee any challenge for CA professionals 
in the coming times? How should Chartered 
Accountants prepare in order to respond to them?

Yes, I foresee several challenges for the CA profession in 
the times to come. Because of several corporate frauds, 
image of the profession has affected. Corporate fraud 
amounting to the NPA in the corporate credit sector 
and efficiency going sick are all being attributed to the 
poor reporting or inadequate reporting of the corporate 
sector. In a developing economy, ICAI has a bigger role 
to play in fraud detection, providing early warning signs 
to shareholders as auditor and as reformer in reporting 
and adding standards. Strict and quick disciplinary 
action on erring members and sending messages to 
membership should be framed in their duties. 

Your message to ICAI? We would like to know your 
expectations.

My message to my alma mater, i.e. the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of India, and to its membership 
is that CA profession is a privilege profession and 
the entire nation trusts this. Let us come up to the 
expectation of public and follow the Motto of the 
profession, i.e. ya esa suptesu jāgarti, in letter and spirit, 
which advises the professionals to be awake and vigilant 
at all instances.

What is the secret behind this inspirational success 
of yours in public life?  Any mantra of success for our 
readers?

Whatever success I have got so far is by the grace of God. 
I have always shunned publicity and never showed off 
my position or power anywhere. All of us face challenges 
in our day-to-day life and no one in this world leads a 
trouble-free life. Yes, challenges might differ. I have 
also faced many challenges in my life. Life should be 
purposeful even if your life is short. All human beings 
should be useful to their society contributing to its well-
being. I feel, I have been able to handle my challenges 
only because of my innate humility, forbearance, patience 
and non-revengeful attitude. People might perceive this 
to be a characteristic of the timid.  But being humble 
and forbearing when faced with challenges has really 
helped me in retaining my dignity as a human being. I 
often advise people citing my own examples not to lose 
their balance by being aggressive and spiteful towards 
those who harm them. Besides, the respected CA 
profession to which I belong, has given me the strength 
and confidence to face the challenges at each level. 


