
GST

www.icai.org 21THE CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT    OCTOBER 2017

Indian economy and business have entered into a new era from July 1, 2017 when the country’s biggest 
tax reform – the Goods and Services Tax (GST)— was rolled out. Called as ‘Good and Simple Tax’ 
by our Prime Minister, this ‘One Nation, One Market, One Tax’ regime has more or less witnessed 
a good start—thanks to the nation taking all the implementation challenges in stride. On its part, 
the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) too has been continuously lending crucial 
support to Government and other stakeholders to help disseminate relevant knowledge and stabilise 
the GST era.

This CA Day our Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, while exhorting the ICAI members to help 
implement GST, had said: “I invite you to join the festival of honesty…the CAs have been given a 
new opportunity with the GST where they have a crucial role to play…India has finally turned a 
new page with the launch of GST...Don’t let this opportunity to integrate the whole nation slip out 
of your hands…I urge chartered accountants to take lead in the journey towards India's economic 
growth.” Encouraged by the words of the Prime Minister, the ICAI has stepped up its GST efforts 
and initiatives, which were launched long before the official launch of the GST. The ICAI has been 
constructively providing its inputs and suggestions to the Government besides creating awareness on 
GST at a national scale. It has organised more than 2,600 workshops, seminars and conferences on 
GST, more than 55 Certificate Courses (classroom sessions) in the year 2017 so far, covering more than 
2 lakh participants across the country. As many as 126 ICAI GST Sahayata Desks are operational 
across the country. Following are the highlights of ICAI GST initiatives.

Some Important ICAI Initiatives for Smooth 
Implementation of GST in India— An Overview

b) E-Book on How to Get Registered under 
GST: It aptly covers all the nitty-gritty of 
the registration provision under GST which 
has been explained with the help of FAQ in 
easy and lucid language so that reader can 
understand it with ease.

c) Study Paper on Taxation of E-Commerce 
under GST: This provides in-depth 
knowledge of provisions pertaining to 
E-Commerce Transactions under GST.

d) Bare Law on GST Act(s) and Rule(s): 
It contains a Bird's Eye View of GST, GST 
Act(s), Rules and relevant notifications. 

e) FAQ and MCQ on GST: This publication (Contributed by Indirect Taxes Committee of the ICAI. Comments can be 
sent at idtc@icai.in.)

1. New Publications on GST: The Institute has 
recently developed the following publications on 
GST: 
a) Background Material on GST Acts and 

Rules, 2017: It is very comprehensive 
material containing a clause by clause 
analysis of the GST Acts along with FAQ’s, 
MCQ’s, Flowcharts and Illustrations etc. to 
make the reading and understanding easier. 
It is an all-inclusive material, which would 
provide an in-depth analysis of the GST 
Law.
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provides a comprehensive coverage of GST 
in question answer format as an easy & lucid 
way to understand the law.

f ) Simplified GST Guide for Manufacturer: 
It amply covers all aspects of transaction 
related to manufacture like levy, exemption, 
registration, time and place of supply, 
valuation, input tax credit, job work and 
much more in very simple and easy to 
comprehend language. This is a unique 
guide wherein the provisions of GST related 
to manufacture have been dealt with, which 
would help the reader in analysing various 
aspects of manufacturing transaction with 
respect to GST.

These publications and other GST publications can be 
downloaded at http://idtc.icai.org/publications.php. 

2. Suggestions on GST: Comprehensive 
suggestions on GST Act has been submitted 
to the Government on 31st July 2017 as well 
post GST implementation issue on 22nd August 
2017 which can be downloaded from the 
website http://idtc.icai.org. Further, a copy of 
suggestions has also been submitted to the State 
VAT Commissioners. 

3. GST Sahayata Desks: ICAI has made 
operational 126 GST Sahayata Desks across 
the country to provide pro bono advice on 
implementation of GST and to facilitate small 
manufacturers/businessmen/representatives of 
trade and industry in this regard.

4. E-Learning on GST: Committee launched 
E-learning on GST through recorded video 
sessions covering almost the entire topics 
of GST on 7th July 2017. Since then, 1,842 
stakeholders have subscribed to this e-learning 
and have benefitted from this initiative. It can 
be subscribed at the link http://idtc.icai.org/
elearning-gst-subscribe.html available on the 
website www.idtc.icai.org.

5. ICAI GST Newsletter
 With a view to provide updated information and 

analysis of GST to all stakeholders, ICAI has 
launched its dedicated Newsletter on GST and 
till date 8 issues of the same have been brought 
out. The copies of all the issues are available at 
http://idtc.icai.org/gst.html. 

6. Certificate Course on GST: With a view to 
facilitate the members with the specialised 
knowledge in the area of GST in a systematic 
manner and enhancing their analytical skills, 
the Institute has launched Certificate Course 
on GST. In this regard, more than 55 batches 
of the Course have already been commenced/
organised. Further, 1st Assessment Test of 
Certificate Course on GST was held on 13th 

August 2017 at 75 Centres across India at the 
same time, which was applied for by 3,845 
members out of which 3,670 appeared for test.

7. Certificate Course on GST– through virtual 
classes: In order to manage the humongous 
demand for Certificate Course on GST, the 
Indirect Taxes Committee launched Virtual 
Classes for Certificate Course on GST through 
Live Telecasts Sessions at more than 65 locations 
all over India benefitting over 1,780 members.

8. Workshops, Seminars and Conferences: More 
than 2,600 workshops, seminars and conferences 
on GST have been organised across the country 
since January 2017, wherein more than 2 lakh 
members have participated.

9. Support extended to Goods and Services Tax 
Network (GSTN): Considering the expertise 
of members of ICAI, Goods and Services Tax 
Network requested ICAI to nominate its member 
at the Advisory Committee constituted by Goods 
and Services Tax Network. Accordingly, ICAI 
has nominated members at the said advisory 
Committee. Based on the request from GSTN, 
following supports have been provided:
(i) Sharing of data of ICAI’s members for online 

validation by GSTN. 
(ii) Nominating members for providing 

feedback on the software module of GST 
developed by GSTN.

(iii) List of IT Firm provided to GSTN for 
providing training so that IT Firm may make 
necessary changes compatible with GST. 

(iv) On the request being received, Committee 
has nominated 23 members to the GSTN for 
testing of return form GSTR 1, GSTR-2A.

10. Training Programme on GST for CBEC 
Commissionerate

 With a view to support the Government in 
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capacity building, the Institute has been regularly 
organising training programme on GST for 
the Officials of various Commissionerates/
departments of the Government. During the 
year, more than 12 such training programmes 
have been organised.

11. Outreach Programme on GST in Association 
with Service Tax Commissionerate: The 
Committee organises various outreach 
programmes on GST as knowledge partner 
in association with Service Tax/Excise 
Commissionerates. Further, the Committee 
organised many training programmes on Goods 
and Services Tax for the officials of various 
Service Tax Commissionerates.

12. Interactive Programme on GST for trade and 
association

 The committee has organised 25 interactive 
programmes on GST for trade association as part 
of its initiatives for partner in nation building. 

13. A Study Report on Impact of GST on Jammu 
& Kashmir Taxation System: With a view to 
facilitate the Government of Jammu & Kashmir 
in understanding the impact of GST on Jammu 
& Kashmir Taxation System, the ICAI submitted 
a Study Report to the Government of Jammu & 
Kashmir. The report entails the impact of GST 
implementation on Jammu & Kashmir economy, 
provides a comparative report on revenues 
under present and GST regime, analyses impact 
of GST for J&K based Traders, Industries, 
Consumers etc. The reports submitted by ICAI 
can be downloaded from http://idtc.icai.org/
publications.php

14. Impact of GST Regime on Finances & 
Economy in Delhi 

 With a view to facilitate the Government of 
Delhi in understanding the impact of GST 
on Delhi Taxation System, the Indirect Taxes 
Committee has submitted a Study Report to the 
Delhi Government. The report entails the impact 
of GST implementation on Delhi economy, 
provides a comparative report on revenue under 
the present and GST regime etc. 

15. A Study Report to enable smooth Transition 
from Pre-GST to Post-GST Regime: With 

a view to facilitate the Government in smooth 
transition from Pre-GST to Post-GST Regime, 
the report has been prepared and submitted  
by ICAI and it can be downloaded from  
http://idtc.icai.org/budget-memorandum.html 

16. GST Updates: With a view to update the 
members, summary of significant notifications, 
circulars and other important development in 
the area of GST are regularly being circulated  
through e-mail and further uploaded on the 
website.

17. Webcasts on Indirect Taxes
 The Committee has organised 35 LIVE webcasts 

as a part of its series of webinars as a nationwide 
outreach programme for awareness on GST. The 
recordings of the same are available for offline 
viewing on www.idtc.icai.org or https://www.
youtube.com/indirecttaxcommittee. 

18. Standardised PPT on GST 
 The Committee has developed Standardised 

PPT on GST and hosted on the website with a 
view to provide guidance to the faculty members 
and bring uniformity in the session of GST 
in the programme as well as proving a tool to 
members to learn GST through PPT. The PPT’s 
are available at http://idtc.icai.org//gst-topic-
wise-study-material-list.html

19. Formation of Study Group for helping State 
Government in smooth implementation of 
GST: The Institute has already formed twenty 
(20) State level Study Groups for extending 
its support to the Government in smooth 
implementation of GST. 

20. Identification and Training of new speakers 
on GST: 550 new speakers have been identified 
and trained in GST Law making the expert pool 
of over 700 faculties across India through Faculty 
identification programme undertaken at regular 
intervals.

21.  GST Discussion Forum: With a view to help the 
members, ICAI has launched online moderated 
discussion forum wherein members post their 
queries, which are replied by expert members. 
Discussion forum is available at http://pdicai.
org/queDisp.aspx. 

Little minds are tamed and subdued by misfortune; but great minds rise above it. - Washington Irving 
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