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would tantamount to advertisement since it 
is solicitation of professional work by making 
roving enquiries. As per Clause (7) of Part I of 
the First Schedule to the Chartered Accountants 
Act, 1949, the usage of the words “one of the 
largest accounting firms of the World” and 
the specification of specialisation in “taxation” 
would also amount to advertisement and, thus, 
constitute professional misconduct.

Q. Can a Chartered Accountant in practice 
seek professional work from his professional 
colleagues?

A. Yes, in terms of proviso (i) of Clause (6) of 
Part-I of the First Schedule to the Chartered 
Accountants Act, 1949, a member is permitted 
to apply or request for or to invite or to secure 
professional work from another Chartered 
Accountant in practice.

 The issue of advertisement or a circular by 
a Chartered Accountant, seeking work from 
professional colleagues on any basis whatsoever 
is in violation of Clause (6) of Part I of the 
First Schedule to the Chartered Accountants 
Act, 1949. However, classified advertisement 
in the Journal/Newsletter of the Institute is  
permissible in this regard. A member is 
permitted to issue a classified advertisement 
in the Journal/Newsletter of the Institute 
intended to give information for sharing 
professional work on assignment basis or for 
seeking professional work on partnership 
basis or salaried employment in the field of 
accounting profession provided it only contains 
the accountant's name, address, telephone, fax 
number and E-mail address.

Q. Can a member in practice indicate in a 
book or an article, authored/contributed/
published by him, his association with any 
firm of Chartered Accountants?

A. No, as per Para (e) under Clause (6) of Part I of 
First Schedule to the Chartered Accountants 
Act, 1949 as appearing in the Code of Ethics, 
2009 a member is not permitted to indicate 
in a book or an article, authored/contributed/
published by him, the association with any firm 
of Chartered Accountants.

Q. Can a Chartered Accountant advertise his 
professional attainments or services, or can 
he use any designation or expression other 

Q. Whether the information contained in the 
website of the Chartered Accountants and/
or Chartered Accountants' firms can be 
circulated on their own or through e-mail or 
by any other mode or technique?

A. Sub-paras (3) & (4) of Para (m) under Clause (6) 
of Part I of the First Schedule to the Chartered 
Accountants Act, 1949 as appearing in the Code 
of Ethics, 2009 prescribe that the Chartered 
Accountants and/or Chartered Accountants' 
firms should ensure that none of the information 
contained in the website be circulated on their 
own or through e-mail or by any other mode or 
technique except on a specific “pull” request. 
The Chartered Accountants and/or Chartered 
Accountants' Firms would ensure that their 
Websites are run on a “pull” model and not a 
“push” model of the technology to ensure that 
any person who wishes to locate the Chartered 
Accountants or Chartered Accountants' firms 
would only have access to the information and 
the information should be provided only on the 
basis of specific “pull” request.

Q. Whether the word “Chartered Accountants” 
and name of city after the name of the 
members of the Institute be mentioned in the 
articles contributed by such members and 
published in the Institute's Journal?

A. Yes, under Clause (6) of Part I of the First 
Schedule to the Chartered Accountants Act, 
1949, there is no restriction in the Code of 
Ethics for mentioning the word “Chartered 
Accountant” and also the name of city in an 
article contributed by a member in the Institute's 
Journal as well as in newspapers and other 
periodicals.

Q. A Chartered Accountants firm issued 
circulars to the non- clients that a Chartered 
Accountant, who was the former partner 
in-charge of Taxation of one of the largest 
accounting firms of the world, had joined 
them as partner. Can they do it? (Case Study)

A. No, Clause (6) of Part I of the First Schedule to 
the Chartered Accountants Act, 1949 prohibits 
solicitation of clients or performing work either 
directly or indirectly by circular, advertisement, 
personal communication or interview or by 
any “other means”. The issuance of circular 
to persons who are not clients but may likely 
requires services of a chartered accountant 
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than Chartered Accountants on professional 
documents, visiting cards, letter heads or 
sign boards, etc.?

A. No, as per Clause (7) of Part I of the First 
Schedule to the Chartered Accountants Act, 
1949, a Chartered Accountant shall be deemed 
to be guilty of professional misconduct, if he 
advertises his professional attainments or 
services, or uses any designation or expressions 
other than chartered accountant on professional 
documents, visiting cards, letter heads sign 
boards, unless it be a degree of a University 
established by law in India or recognised by 
the Central Government or a title indicating 
membership of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants or of any other institution that has 
been recognised by the Central Government or 
may be recognised by the Council.

However, a member in practice may advertise 
through a write-up setting out the services 
provided by him or his firm and particulars of 
his firm subject to such guidelines as may be 
issued by the Council.

Q. Can a member put up his photograph on the 
website?

A. Yes, revised Sub-Para (8) of Para (m) under 
Clause (6) of Part I of the First Schedule to the 
Chartered Accountants Act, 1949 provides 
that display of passport size photograph on the 
website of member is permitted.

Q. Can a Chartered Accountant in practice/
firm of Chartered Accountants post the 
particulars of himself/itself on a website?

A. Yes, the Council has approved the detailed 
guidelines for posting the particulars on Website 
by Chartered Accountants in practice and 
firm(s) of Chartered Accountants in practice.

Q. Can a Chartered Accountant in practice also 
practice as an Advocate?

A. Yes, Council direction under Clause (7) of 
Part I of the First Schedule to the Chartered 
Accountants Act, 1949 prescribes that a 
Chartered Accountant in practice who is 
otherwise eligible may practice as an Advocate 
subject to the permission of the Bar Council 
but in such cases, he should not use designation 
'Chartered Accountant' in respect of the matters 
involving the practice as an Advocate. In respect 
of other matters he should use the designation 
'Chartered Accountant' but he should not use 

the designation 'Chartered Accountant' and 
'Advocate' simultaneously.

Q. Can a member in practice print QR Code on 
his visiting cards?

A. A member in practice may print QR code on 
the visiting card, provided that the Code does 
not contain information that is not otherwise 
permissible to be printed on a visiting card.

Q. Whether a Chartered Accountant in 
practice can use expression like Income Tax 
Consultant, Cost Accountant, Company 
Secretary, Cost Consultant or a Management 
Consultant?

A. No, Council direction under Clause (7) of 
Part I of the First Schedule to the Chartered 
Accountants Act, 1949 prescribes that it is 
improper for a Chartered Accountant to state on 
his professional documents that he is an Income-
tax Consultant, Cost Accountant, Company 
Secretary, Cost Consultant or a Management 
Consultant, whereas it is permitted to mention 
his degrees.

Q. Whether public notice published in the 
newspaper by a Chartered Accountant 
individually or jointly with an Advocate in 
respect of acquisition of land by their client is 
permitted.

A. Yes, in terms of the Council Guidelines under 
Clause (7) of Part I of the First Schedule to the 
Chartered Accountants Act, 1949 the public 
notice published by a Chartered Accountant 
in the newspaper in respect of acquirement of  
land by his client is permissible.

Q. Whether a Chartered Accountant/Firm 
is permitted to use logo on letter-heads, 
stationery, etc.?

A. No, the use of logo/monogram of any kind/
form/style/design/colour etc. whatsoever on  
any display material or media e.g. paper 
stationery, documents, visiting cards, magnetic 
devices, internet, signboard by the Chartered 
Accountant, firm of Chartered Accountants 
is prohibited. Use/printing of member/ 
firm name in any other manner tantamounting 
to logo/monogram is also prohibited.  
However, a common CA logo has been  
allowed to the members, provided it is used 
in the correct manner within terms of the  
Council guidelines. 

Learn from the mistakes of others. You can't live long enough to make them all yourselves! - Chanakya


