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CA Conquers Cerebral Palsy

of in-house and on location trainings he had to impart. 
The road to success was tough. However, with his zeal 
and determination, he outdid his disabilities and earned 
a Special Outstanding Achiever award from CMD, 
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited on 1st Feb 
2013.

On the social front too, Omkar has been recognised 
for his outstanding participation in donating blood and 
has received Sudhir Smruti Puraskar. 

Nonetheless, all of this has not come easy; he  
had to pass through his share of difficulties that  
came in many forms. “I still remember the time when I 
was the only person who took lectures in Marathi and 
answered the papers in English and never getting the classes  
and examinations halls on the ground floor." 

The story of Omkar motivates us to recall  
a saying, “Winners do not do different things, they do things 
differently”. 

Omkar Jayant Nirgudkar was born with cerebral 
palsy (CP), a condition that impairs control of body 
movement and muscle co-ordination due to damage 
to the developing brain. Despite such challenging 
beginnings in life, Omkar today stands to be one of 
the very few who proudly own the dual degrees as a 
Chartered Accountant and a Company Secretary. A 
stature of commitment, skills and perseverance, he 
has been honoured with the National Award for Best 
Employee (Cerebral Palsy) by the Honourable President 
of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee on 6th February, 2013.

(Contributed by Editorial Board Secretariat of ICAI. Comments can be sent to eboard@icai.in or omkar.nirgudkar@gmail.com )

“Disability is a matter of perception. If you can do just 
one thing well, you're needed by someone.” Living by this, 
the young chartered accountant dreams of a world where 
different ability remains, but the disability as a concept 
vanishes. “I remember how employability remained 
a question for me initially even after gathering most 
prestigious degrees and accomplishing concrete relevant 
experience through vigorous articleship, because of my 
disability. Today, Omkar stands tall with a dream for 
others. 
He fondly remembers how his friends advised him to 
go for Campus Placement held by ICAI when once they 
found him falling prey to the social stigma arising out 
of his physical disability. Shedding the sadness away, he 
competed with 3,500 odd ‘abled’ chartered accountants  
and was selected by six leading companies in India, in  
the first round itself. His regular work not only was  
restricted to his desk, but also involved travel on account 
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