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“My success is not mine alone 
but of all those volunteers, 
teachers, friends and 
mentors who supported me 
throughout,” the 25-year old 
Reddy told The Chartered 
Accountant Journal, who 
cleared the examination in his 
second attempt.

After he lost his vision 
because of a damaged optic 

nerve caused by brain tumor at the age of 11, 
Rajashekar never imagined that he would be able 
to script a success by becoming a CA, a designation 
which he holds in high esteem in the professional 
order of the country. 

“I went into depression and my parents had given 
up on me. But now I am grateful the Devnar School 

Triumph over Tragedy

for Blind, Hyderabad,” said Rajashekar. “My father 
works as an electrician and mother is a homemaker. 
It is a little difficult for them to comprehend the sense 
of my achievement” he said.   

Rajashekar’s teachers and many volunteers 
helped him record the books into an audio 
format through scanners. “Initially, our volunteer       
provided me the entire syllabus and reading  
material of CPT in audio format, which helped me 
clear the first stage of CA. After clearing CPT, I was 
provided with a computer, which enabled me to go 
through the Institute of Chartered Accountants of 
India (ICAI) books with the help of the screen reading 
software. 

To conclude, one can take note of the noted blind 
American musician Stevie Wonder, when he said 
“Just because a man lacks the use of his eyes doesn’t 
mean he lacks vision.” 

Where there is a will, there is a way. Talent, positive attitude and perseverance knows no bounds, 
even if it comes in the form of complete visual disability. J Rajashekhar Reddy, a youth from Guntur 
in Andhra Pradesh, has set a living example of this fact. Triumphing over a serious disability with 
striking ability, he became a Chartered Accountant in November 2012, despite being completely blind.

(Contributed by the Editorial Board Secretariat of ICAI. Comments can be sent to eboard@icai.in or ca.jrajashekarreddy@gmail.com)
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