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echnology is one of the globally-tested 
chief drivers of growth, which plays an 
important role in running the borderless 

knowledge economy today. It adds an immense 
potential to the human productivity. British writer 
J. G. Ballard informs us: Science and Technology 
multiply around us. To an increasing extent they 
dictate the languages in which we speak and  
think. Either we use those languages, or we 
remain mute. Information Technology essentially 
empowers us to do what we want to do, while 
being creative and productive. According to 
the former Microsoft CEO Steve Ballmer, it lets 
people learn things they didn't think they could 
learn before... In a way, the story of IT is all about 
human potential. Knowledge professionals like 
Chartered Accountants are no exception to this 
phenomenon. 

Chartered Accountants, an integral constituent 
of Indian economy, have to come to the fore. And 
if they do not take note of this development and 
honour the technological advancements, both 
profession as well as our national economy will 
suffer. With inherent potential to excel, Chartered 
Accountants, once suitably IT-invested, can 
appropriate all unchartered orbits of their 
profession and conquer all professional challenges. 

ICAI has already set out to tap the vast 
possibilities that technology could offer to its 
membership community. Objective is to provide 
them with contemporary and cutting-edge ways 
to deal with their professional responsibilities. 
Even our Action Plan 2014-15 aims at the quest 
for uncharted professional paradigms with due 
emphasis on exploiting the technology today. ICAI 
has the Mission to establish the Indian Chartered 
Accountancy as trustee of internationally-proven 
competency, governance and competitiveness. 
It has started promoting the use of technology 
among its stakeholders, since it understands that 
IT is the backbone of all modern businesses. 

Complexities with regard to the management, 
governance and compliance of businesses have 
increased manifold. In this vibrant context, 
surge of technology adds to the efficiency of 
our Chartered Accountants and increases 
their demand and opens new possibilities in 
the emerging areas of Knowledge Economy. 

Technology-based domains, e.g. XBRL, ERP 
Control Design and Implementation, Data 
Analytics & Big Data, Cyber Forensics & 
Forensic Accounting, Information System Audit, 
e-commerce, m-commerce, e-governance, etc., 
have amazing offers in their kitty for the Chartered 
Accountants. Opportunities are on the rise in 
the domain of technology-consulting too, which 
include Web-Trust and IT-Security Audit, Cloud 
Computing and Cyber Security. 

The ICAI has been constantly updating 
the knowledge base of its members through 
its Committee on Information Technology 
and Technology Development Committee, and 
IT Directorate. Various activities, e.g. Post-
Qualification Courses, Conferences, Workshops 
and Training Programmes, have been a huge 
success with its stakeholders. 

ICAI has been taking initiatives to leverage 
technology not only to serve its member and 
student communities better, but also to prepare 
the Indian chartered accountancy towards the 
fulfilment of its Vision 2021, in which year India 
plans to graduate from developing to a developed 
economy. ICAI has initiated a series of path-
breaking technology initiatives like Knowledge 
Gateway, ICAI Now (a mobile app), e-Learning, 
Publications Online Store, Digital Library, Cloud 
Campus, Flexi-Working Portal for Women 
Members and so on. And then, other innovative 
initiatives, like ICAI Global Technology Centre 
and Self-Service Portal, are on the cards too.

ICAI is contemplating a positivistic change in 
its curriculum too in order to bring its education 
and training to an international standard. This 
reformation would in turn prepare its members 
to face all challenges and expectations in future. 
It also realises that technology will be of immense 
help in this mission, by helping its members in 
day-to-day professional work. 

ICAI goes by the recommendations of the 
Polish-born mathematician and humanist Jacob 
Bronowski, who believes that human beings must 
have in them an irresistible need to explore, which 
will help them tread their ways with efficiency  
and minimalism. n
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