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EIRC- A Heritage of Service that Thrives On
On 1st July, 2012, Eastern India Regional Council of the ICAI is destined to complete its 60th Year. In 1952, Eastern 
India Regional Council (EIRC) of ICAI saw the light of the day. The jurisdiction of EIRC spreads to the states of Assam, 
Tripura, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Orissa, West Bengal, Manipur, Mizoram and the Union 
Territory of Andaman & Nicobar Islands. A series of programmes has been lined up to celebrate this great occasion. 
Throughout the entire Diamond Jubilee year, programmes would be organised on many economic, social and 
professional topics covering at the same time contemporary and emerging issues. The cherished dream of EIRC is to 
kindle the spark within – to bring members and students of ICAI closer – to make them not only good professionals 
but also good human beings. To mark this great occasion, presented herewith is the brief round-up of the remarkable 
journey and outstanding initiatives and achievements of EIRC.

It was 1st July, 1949. The Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of India (ICAI) came into being as a 
Statutory Body under the Chartered Accountants Act, 
1949. The primary aim of the Institute was and still is the 
regulation of the Profession of Chartered Accountancy 
in India.

In 1952, Eastern India Regional Council (EIRC)  
of ICAI saw the light of the day. The jurisdiction of 
EIRC spreads to the states of Assam, Tripura, Sikkim, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Orissa, 
West Bengal, Manipur, Mizoram and the Union Territory 
of Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

EIRC or for that matter any other Regional Council 
i.e. SIRC, CIRC, NIRC and WIRC acts under the 
directions of the Council to offer services for the quality 
upliftment of its members and students.

On 1st July, 2012, EIRC is destined to complete its 
60th Year. Celebration of the completion of the Diamond 
Jubilee year would commence right from 1st July, 2011. 
To celebrate the beginning in a manner that would tell, 
EIRC has planned to organise a cultural programme 
on a grand scale. Apart from that, throughout the entire 
Diamond Jubilee year, Programmes would be held on 
many economic, social and professional topics covering 
at the same time contemporary and emerging issues. 

The cherished dream of EIRC is to kindle the spark 
within - to bring members and students of ICAI closer– 
to make them not only good professionals but also 
good human beings. 

With the active cooperation of members and 
students this society would be a better place to live 
in. Its time to take stock of activities, performance and 
outcome and plan appropriately for the future.

Members and Students – Growing Strength
At present, the number of ICAI members from Eastern 
Region stands at 16,841 as on 1st April, 2011. Over the 

years there has been a rising trend. The accompanying 
graph would bring into sharp focus the growth trend. 
The number of students stand at 40,000

CPE Programmes – An Effort to Close the 
Knowledge Gap 
EIRC believes that acquisition of knowledge is  
a continuous process and Chartered Accountants 
must be willing participants in this process in order  
to remain professionally viable and meaningful. With a 
view to help members updating their knowledge EIRC 
organises CPE programmes on professional topics  
which are at once varied and numerous. Able and 
effective speakers are invited from all places of the 
country.
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Convocation – Day of Reckoning
Every six months Convocation of ICAI is organised in 
Kolkata with active support and cooperation of EIRC. 
It is an occasion when new members of the Institute 
get their membership certificates. Invariably dignitaries 
of ICAI – President, Vice President and Chairman of 
Board of Studies are present. It is the time to inculcate 
the sense of belonging among the newly enrolled 
members. It is the time when they are told that the 
Institute belongs to them and it is up to them to carry 
forward the high ideals of the Institute. Ever since the 
Convocations were introduced four years ago, around 
1,500 members have got their Certificates in Kolkata.

GMCS Programmes – A Boon for Communication
Students of Chartered Accountancy Course, after 
appearing in Final CA exam or before that or even 
after passing CA Final, are required to undergo 
compulsorily 15 days training in General Management 
and Communication Skill, before becoming members 
of ICAI. The purpose is to make professionals – of today 
and tomorrow – more articulate in communicating 
professional issues. Since 2002, when the scheme 
was put in place by ICAI, EIRC has been organising 
such courses. In the last nine years 165 batches of 
approximately 50 students each have been completed. 
Faculties are drawn from CA Professionals and other 
subject experts, academics and the like. Concerted 
efforts by EIRC have resulted in bringing to the 
professional fields people with professional skill and 
communication zeal.

Orientation Programme – Catching Students 
Young
In 2009, ICAI introduced Orientation Programme 
with five days span for new entrants in CA Course. 
Students are required to undergo this course before 
starting Articleship. As usual, in Kolkata, Orientation 
programme has been organised with equal  
enthusiasm from Day 1 of its introduction. So far 127 
batches have been completed.

Celebration of Important Days – A Pious Duty
Every year EIRC celebrates with full gusto the CA Day  
on 1st July. While in the morning, Institutes’ flag is hoisted, 
students take part in elocution and quiz contest, as the 
day progresses. In the evening, erudite speakers are 
invited to take part in deliberations which aim at making 
CAs socially more accountable and professionally more 
acceptable. Apart from 1st July, EIRC hold programmes 
on Republic Day, 26th January, and Independence Day, 
15th August. Such Programmes which are attended by 
members and students alike succeed in inculcating 
and cultivating the sense of patriotism in our minds – a 

sense without which any profession is bound to fail.

Interaction with Government Authorities - A Way 
to Sow Professional Input
Through representation and extension of invitation in 
different programmes to Ministers and Bureaucrats, 
EIRC keeps in touch with authorities that be. 
Such interaction helps in mutual understanding of 
government Policy on the one hand and professional 
needs on the other.

Games and Entertainment – Avoiding Being Dull
EIRC is alive to the English adage that “all work and 
no play make Jack a dull boy”. In order to refresh 
body and mind of the students and professionals, 
EIRC organises every year games for students, Cricket 
Matches for members, Holi and Diwali get-togethers as 
also evenings for music and songs.

Holistic Approach – the EIRC way
The approach of EIRC is a holistic one to life, profession 
and society. Every member of ICAI in the Eastern part 
of the country contributes in his/her small way to the 
success of EIRC. It is the staunch belief in “Do what you 
believe in” and “Believe in what you do” that has been 
the root of success of EIRC. This tradition of success 
must thrive on.

From the Pages of History
As we thumb back the pages of History we recall that 
the Golden Jubilee Conference which was a pat of 
the All India Golden Jubilee celebration programme of 
ICAI was held in Kolkata on 4th to 6th December, 1998. 

Dr. A.R. Kidwai, the then Honourable Governor of 
West Bengal inaugurated the Conference. The three day 
Conference was attended by Past Presidents, Central 
Council Members, members of different Regional 
Council including EIRC. Members and Students of ICAI 
also mustered strong. With the presence of dignitaries 
from overseas countries the Conference, the theme of 
which was “Economic Development and the Service 
Sector Issues in Transparency and Accountability” 
met with huge success. And at the root of success lay 
the untiring effort of EIRC.

Two other dates also come to mind: the 10th 
December, 1975 and the 14th April, 1977. The 
foundation stone of the present EIRC Building was 
laid by Honourable Mr. Justice Sankar Prasad Mitra, 
the then Chief Justice, Calcutta High Court on the 10th 
December, 1975. Later, the Building was inaugurated 
by Hon’ble Shri A.L. Dias, the then Governor of West 
Bengal on 14th April, 1977.

The current Chairman of EIRC (2011-12) is CA 
Sushil Kr Goyal. n
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