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FROM THE LEADERS OF ACCOUNTANCY

Six Decades of Our Independence

During the first decade of India’s independence, the dedicated followers of Mahatma Gandhi tried to live up to his 
ideals. Thereafter, the second generation only remembered him but found it difficult to implement his ideals. The 
importance of his ideals could not be imbibed in the second generation. We started  making progress in the fields 
of technology and economic development but the fruits of this prosperity could not reach the poor and down trodden 
citizens. We are now in the third generation. Very few persons who believed in Gandhiji’s ideals are now left with 
us. The result, as we can see today, is that while we have made considerable progress in the filed of technology and 
economic development, we have ignored the need for development of a healthy society. In this article, the author 
analyses the six decades since our Independence from professional perspective.

Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of our Nation, fought 
for Independence during his life time. He had shown 
the path of Satyagrah and non-violence and continued 
this struggle for independence. He selected some 
dedicated leaders for this struggle and ultimately 
succeeded in launching the final step with a slogan “Do 
or Die” on 9th August, 1942. This struggle succeeded 
in 1947 when the foreign rulers agreed to leave India. 
Thus, India became an independent state on 15th 
August, 1947. 

Gandhiji fought for freedom so that India can set 
an example for the entire world that this is a country 
which can make progress by following the path of truth 
and non-violence. He also desired that there should be 
no distinction between citizens belonging to different 
religions. In other words, he wanted India to be a 
country in which there is no distinction between any 
caste, creed or community. His vision was that every 
citizen, irrespective of his or her gender, should live 
in peace and harmony without any fear and enjoy the 
fruits of prosperity. He always tried to inculcate the spirit 
of love, compassion and understanding in all citizens. 
He also emphasised on the importance of the uplift of 
the down-trodden and the importance of education for 
all citizens. Unfortunately, he could not survive long 
enough, after independence, to show us the way for 
achieving his ideals after independence. 

CA. P. N. Shah 
(The author is the Past President of the ICAI. He can be reached at 
info@shahco.in)
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During the first decade, his dedicated followers 
tried to live up to his ideals. Thereafter, the second 
generation only remembered him but found it difficult to 
implement his ideals. His old dedicated followers had 
passed away by then and the importance of his ideals 
could not be imbibed in the second generation. We 
started making progress in the fields of technology and 
economic development but the fruits of this prosperity 
could not reach the poor and down trodden citizens. 

We are now in the third generation. Very few persons 
who believed in Gandhiji’s ideals are now left with us. 
Some of us had the privilege of participating in the 
freedom movement of 1942. As students studying in 
the school/college we could not take active part in this 
movement. But our parents have actively participated in 
this movement and tried to inculcate in us the Gandhian 
Ideals. The memories of those five years from 1942 to 
1947 are still fresh in our minds. It is rather unfortunate 
that the efforts made in the last over five decades 
were not directed towards achieving these ideals. The 
result, as we can see today, is that while we have made 
considerable progress in the field of technology and 
economic development, we have ignored the need 
for development of a healthy society. Some of the 
issues, which worry us, are listed below. We should 
complement the media for highlighting these issues in 
recent years. Let us hope that their efforts succeed and 
we are able to improve in this direction. 

Our Leaders — It is rather unfortunate that we 
have not been able to produce dedicated all India  
leaders of the stature of Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Vallabhai Patel, Lal Bahadur Shastri and others 
in the last over five decades. There is no leader who 
commands high respect of the common man. Most 
of them believe that if they have to serve the people, 
they must get elected as Corporator, MLA or MP. For 
this purpose, they have to enter politics where entry is 
possible only by unethical means. This leads to caste 
based party politics, in fighting and the habit of giving 
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he cancer of corruption is now all 
pervasive. It starts from the top and 
spreads to the bottom. Those in 
charge of governance indulge in this 
illegal activity and those who are 

governed feel that they have no other option 
but to succumb even for getting legitimate  
things done. Those engaged in professions 
such as accountancy, legal, medical, education, 
engineering, etc. will have to take a lead and 
educate the people to resist and oppose 
corrupt and illegal activities and behaviour. It is 
in this field that the business community has to 
co-operate with the professionals. 

T
promises to people which cannot be fulfilled. Then, starts 
fight on petty issues based on caste, religion, gender 
and the like. In order to retain their existing position, 
they have to continue this fight and the real purpose of 
rendering service to the society is forgotten. 

Our Government — Each successive government 
has not been able to provide good governance as 
stability of the Government is always in doubt. Persons 
in charge of the Government, always feel unsecure. 
Hence most of the economic decisions are taken on 
party or political considerations. The ministers, MPs 
and MLAs are cut off from the masses and they feel 
that if the security provided to them, free of cost, 
is withdrawn they are not safe. This prevents them 
from understanding the real problems of the people. 
Therefore, they believe that people will be satisfied if 
they announce new welfare schemes and allocate 
funds without finding out whether the benefit of such 
schemes accrue to the deserving persons. One 
estimate is that out of the funds allocated to a scheme 
hardly 10 per cent to 15 per cent reach the people. 
Balance is pocketed by the intermediaries. 

Corruption — The cancer of corruption is now all 
pervasive. It starts from the top and spreads to the 
bottom. Those in charge of governance indulge in 
this illegal activity and those who are governed feel 
that they have no other option but to succumb even 
for getting legitimate things done. This cancer has 
spread to all government departments, public sector 
organisations, educational and medical institutions 
and it is reported that it is now spreading to judiciary 
too. This has resulted in fall of moral standards in the 
society. If this trend is not reversed our social fabric 
and economic development will suffer. Those engaged 
in professions such as accountancy, legal, medical, 
education, engineering, etc. will have to take a lead 
and educate the people to resist and oppose corrupt 
and illegal activities and behaviour. It is in this field that 
the business community has to co-operate with the 
professionals. 

Reservation — This is another area which is 
dividing the society into small groups based on caste, 
community and religion. Our forefathers had the 
vision about the danger of such a divide. It is for this 
reason that our constitution provided for reservation 
for a specified period only and it was directed that 
it should be phased out. Instead of complying with 
this, our leaders have amended the constitution from 
time to time to continue this system. Today, we have 
reservation based on caste, community, religion, etc. 
This has spread to government and public sector 
jobs, legislatures, education and medical institutions, 
judiciary and other institutions. There are talks about 
introducing legislation to extend this concept to private 
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sector also. This trend requires to be reversed. The 
present system of reservation should be phased out 
over a period of ten years or so if we want to prevent  
division of the society into small groups and prevent in 
fighting for rights of each group. 

Terrorism —  In recent years, we have suffered  
various terrorist attacks in different parts of the country. 
It is reported that this is mainly due to our disputes with 
our neighbouring country. We have not been able to 
settle these disputes for over six decades. The main 
dispute is about a certain territory. We must have spent 
billions of rupees in these decades for saving this 
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territory. There was a demand for bifurcation of this 
territory and we have resisted all these years which has 
generated so much of hatred and disturbed our peace. 
There are also other areas where there is unrest due to 
economic reasons. Our leaders have not been able to 
appreciate the grievances of these people. Once the 
dispute with our neighbour is settled and problems of 
other disturbed areas are addressed the main reason 
for terror attacks will vanish and we can live in peace. 

Social Welfare — Roti, Kapda, Makan, education, 
medical facilities and employment are the basic needs 
of a human being.The large majority of our population 
is in villages. If we examine the conditions of roads, 
houses, food and water supply, education and medical 
facilities in these villages, we will notice that these 
conditions are pathetic. Lot of efforts are required to 
be made. Mere government schemes and allocation 
of funds are not sufficient as the benefit of these 
schemes and monies do not reach the poor villagers. 
What is required is to empower and encourage the 
NGOs in this area. The system of Gram Panchayats 
is introduced, but this is again dominated by political 
parties. It is necessary to provide that no political party 
should nominate its candidates for this election. It is 
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necessary that the social welfare activity should be left 
to NGOs and local social workers. The infrastructure, 
roads, electricity, water facilities in the villages should 
be provided. Further, education and medical facilities 
should be improved in the villages. 

Role of our Profession — The essence of a 
profession is “pride of service in preference to personal 
gain”. In contrast, a person engaged in a business may 
keep maximisation of profits as his motto. In recent 
years, there are some professionals who try to carry on 
the profession as a business venture. There are others 
who are also tempted to convert their profession into 
business. If we examine the legal provisions governing 
our profession, we will notice that the emphasis in these 
provisions is that no professional should engage in any 
other business if he is holding a certificate to practice 
the profession. Such a professional cannot enter into 
partnership with a non-professional for carrying on a 
business. When a person is carrying on the profession 
he has to observe high standards of integrity, 
objectivity, independence and confidentiality. In other 
words, he has to carry on his professional activities 
in a professional and ethical manner and not as a  
businessman. 

Spirit of Trusteeship  —  Gandhiji has observed in his 
several messages that a businessman should consider 
himself as a trustee and not owner of the business 
organisation in which he is working. This equally applies 
to a professional. If the spirit of trusteeship is inculcated 
by the business community and businesses are carried 
on in ethical and professional manner, the society at 
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large will greatly benefit. The welfare of the down trodden 
in our society can be achieved only if businesses and 
professions are carried on with integrity, honesty, 
objectivity and with the spirit of trusteeship. Every 
businessman is dependent on the professional and vice 
versa . Therefore, a Chartered Accountant should edu-
cate his client to do business in ethical and professional 
manner. If every professional who is engaged in a 
professional activity and every businessmen co-operate 
and inculcate the spirit of service and trusteeship they  
can achieve wonders and take our country to greater 
heights in the field of technology and economic 
development. This will also bridge the gap between the 
rich and the poor in our country. 

Profession of Politics — This spirit of service and 
trusteeship has to be inculcated in our politicians who 
are either professionals or businessmen. If they inculcate 
this spirit in their respective professions or businesses, 
they will automatically bring this culture of service and 
trusteeship in the sphere of governance of our country. If 
there is proper coordination between all these persons, 
our country will be able to successfully resolve the 
two major economic issues viz. corruption and proper 
implementation of social welfare activities. In order to get 
deserving candidates for our elections to Parliament and 
Legislative Assemblies, time has now come to recognise 
politics as a “profession”. For this purpose, there is 
need to set up a regulatory body for development of this 
profession. Candidates possessing minimum prescribed 
educational qualification can join this profession. The 
Regulatory Body should conduct classes for political 
science, study of our constitution, parliamentary 
procedures, code of ethics, governance, public finance, 
etc. and hold examinations. This can be a course for one 
or two years. A person who qualifies should be given 
certificate and enrolled as a member of the “Profession 
of Politics”. Annual fees can be charged for continuing 
the membership. Regulations can be made that only 
members of this profession can stand for election to the 
Parliament and Legislative Assemblies. The regulatory 
body should have power to take disciplinary action if any 
allegation of misconduct is proved and the certificate 
issued to him can be cancelled. Such a member can 
be disqualified from holding an elective position for a 
specified period. This will bring discipline amongst our 
politicians and we can expect good governance. This 
will also ensure that Gandhiji’s concept of trusteeship is 
inculcated in our leaders. 

These are some of the issues on which we should 
ponder. There may be many more issues on which 
rethinking is required. The new generation will have to 
give a serious thought to these issues and try to see 
that many of the ideals of Gandhiji are implemented 
not in the letter but in spirit.  n
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